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September 2, 2024 is Labor Day! 
History of Labor Day
Labor Day has deep roots in the 130 years of the labor movement and its efforts to improve working conditions in America. It is also known as International Workers’ Day or May Day and is celebrated on May 1 internationally.
With the growth of the Industrial Revolution came the demand for labor and trade unions. Around the 1850s, eight-hour movements across the world aimed to reduce the working day from ten to eight hours. At its first congress in 1886, the American Federation of Labour called for a general strike in Chicago on May 1 to demand an eight-hour day, which culminated in what is known today as the Haymarket affair.
When Was the First Labor Day?
The first Labor Day celebration was the Labor Day parade in New York City on September 5, 1882. Its origins stem from the Central Labor Union’s and other labor organizations’ desire to create a holiday for workers. Oregon was the first state to pass it as a legal holiday in 1887, and by the end of the same year, Colorado, Massachusetts, New Jersey, and New York had passed laws creating a Labor Day holiday. President Grover Cleveland made it a federal holiday in 1894.
Who Founded Labor Day?
According to the US Department of Labor, it is not completely clear who first suggested the Labor Day holiday. Some sources say that Matthew Maguire proposed the holiday in 1882 while serving as secretary of the Central Labor Union in New York. Others argue that Peter J. Mcguire, co-founder of the American Federation of Labor, suggested a holiday for the ‘laboring classes’ in 1882.
The holiday was set on the first Monday in September because this was considered a more politically neutral date than May 1. Another reason was to add a holiday to bridge the long gap between Independence Day in July and Thanksgiving in November.

                                    [image: Labor Day is a noble holiday, but America doesn't honor its workers the  other 364 days of the year | Salon.com]
[image: Thinking about Working Women on Labor Day – Teacups and Tyrants-Adele  Fasick looks at people, books, and history]    [image: 11 Labor day: thank you ideas | labor day quotes, happy labor day, labor  day holiday]

September 8, 2024 is Grandparents Day!
National Grandparents Day has more than one origin. Some people consider it to have been first proposed by Michael Goldgar in the 1970s after he visited his aunt in an Atlanta nursing home, spending $11,000 of his own money in lobbying efforts to have the day officially recognized, he made 17 trips to Washington DC over a seven-year span to meet with legislators.
Others consider Marian Lucille Herndon McQuade, a housewife in West Virginia, to have been the main driver for the day of observance. Throughout the 1970s McQuade worked hard to educate the people about the important contributions senior citizens made and the contributions that they would be willing to make if asked. She also urged people to adopt a grandparent, not for one day a year and not for material giving, but for a lifetime of experience.
In any event National Grandparents Day was finally signed into law by President Jimmy Carter in 1978. Marian McQuade received a phone call from the White House to advise her of this event. Many people believe that National Grandparents Day was inspired by her efforts. A presidential proclamation on September 6, 1979, made this day official – it designated Sunday, September 9, 1979, (being the “first Sunday of September following Labor Day”) as National Grandparents Day.
Each year the President is requested to issue a proclamation to: designate the first Sunday in September after Labor Day as National Grandparents Day; and to call on people, groups and organizations to observe the day with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 
[image: Grandparents' Day | October 6 - Calendarr] [image: Events Archive - Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church]



September 11, 2024 is Patriot Day!
Patriot Day is a United States national observance that honors the memory of those who were killed in the September 11 attacks. It was first observed in 2002, after the proclamation by President George W. Bush.
On September 11, 2001 al-Qaeda launched a series of coordinated terrorist attacks upon the United States, killing almost 3,000 people. In the immediate aftermath of the tragic events, President proclaimed September 14, 2001 as a National Day of Prayer and Remembrance for the Victims of the Terrorist Attacks on September 11, 2001. A year later, September 11 was made a National Day of Mourning referred to as Patriot Day. This observance has been proclaimed annually since 2002.
In 2009, President Barack Obama rededicated it as Patriot Day and National Day of Service and Remembrance. It is not a public holiday therefore government offices, educational institutions and businesses do not close on this day. On Patriot Day, the national flag is flown at half-mast on all United States government buildings and establishments. Individuals are also encouraged to display flags on their homes.
A moment of silence is traditionally observed at 8:46 AM. Many organizations and establishments hold memorial ceremonies to honor the victims of 9/11.
                      [image: Patriot Day Tribute: Remembering 9/11 - YouTube]
[image: When is Patriot Day in the USA? Patriot Day Countdown. How many days until Patriot  Day 2024] [image: When is Patriot Day in the USA? Patriot Day Countdown. How many days until Patriot  Day 2024]                   
September 17, 2024 is Constitution Day!
Constitution Day commemorates the formation and signing of the U.S. Constitution by thirty-nine brave men on September 17, 1787, recognizing all who are born in the U.S. or by naturalization, have become citizens.

	


[image: George Washington]                                                  [image: Constitution Day in United States in 2024/2025 - When, Where, Why, How is  Celebrated?]

George Washington
was the commander of the Continental Army in the American Revolutionary War and served as the first President of the United States of America.  
[image: ]
[image: Benjamin Franklin]                                                   [image: Constitution Day and Citizenship Day in USA in 2024 | There is a Day for  that!]

Benjamin Franklin
was a noted polymath, leading author and printer, satirist, political theorist, politician, scientist, inventor, civic activist, statesman, and diplomat.  
[image: ]
[image: Alexander Hamilton]                                                   [image: Happy Constitution Day! - YouTube]

Alexander Hamilton
was the first United States Secretary of the Treasury, a Founding Father, economist, political philosopher and led calls for the Philadelphia Convention. 

September 21, 2024 is International Day of Peace!
The International Day of Peace (or World Peace Day) celebrated annually on September 21 is devoted to strengthening the ideals of peace, both within and among all nations and peoples. At a time when war and violence often monopolize our news cycles, the International Day of Peace is an inspiring reminder of what we can create together. Peace. Let’s give it a chance!

                      [image: International Day of Peace |]
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September 22, 2024 is the First Day of Autumn!
What a nice date for this year! Bear in mind that this only applies to the Northern Hemisphere—if you live South of the equator, this is when spring will begin! From the end of summer until the winter solstice, the days will get shorter and shorter. We know this is sad, but think of all the cozy fall movies you'll get to watch!
Does fall start on the same day every year?
The first day of fall can change, but the window of possible dates is quite small. Most years, you can expect it to occur on September 22 or 23. Every now and then, it could happen on September 21 or 24, but the last time we had a September 21 fall equinox was over a thousand years ago! And don't expect another September 24 date until 2303. 
[image: First Day of Autumn - Howard County Business & Tourism][image: Beginning of meteorological autumn 2024 - Northern Hemisphere - Sep 01, 2024]
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September 26, 2024 is Johnny Appleseed Day!
When confronted with the legend of Johnny Appleseed, most people are surprised to discover that this American legend was a living, breathing, historical human being!
It’s true. Far from being simply the stuff of folklore and folk tales, Appleseed (real name: John Chapman) was an American nurseryman who introduced apple trees to the Midwest, including Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. He was also a conservationist and missionary during the earliest days of the United States.
And yet, despite his living, breathing status, Appleseed was, indeed, a living legend. And Johnny Appleseed Day on September 26 is celebrated in his honor.

                                          0[image: Happy Johnny Appleseed Day! – The Waynedale News]   [image: National Johnny Appleseed Day 🍎]
[image: September is Library Card Sign up Month | I Love NJ Libraries]
La Harpe Public Library September Hours:
Tuesday & Thursday
1pm to 4pm
Saturday Sept. 7th & 21st
9am to 12pm
[image: September Clip Art Pictures – Clipartix]
[image: ] Follow us on Facebook – La Harpe Public Library
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ACTIVITIES FOR SEPTEMBER
FOOD DRIVE FOR BLESSING BOXES FROM SEPTEMBER 1ST THRU SEPTEMBER 30TH. 
DROP OFF YOUR NON-PERISHABLE ITEMS AT LA HARPE CITY HALL – 902 S. WASHINGTON.

SEPTEMBER 4TH 
Walk & Talk @ 10am
Crafts @ 6pm

SEPTEMBER 5TH 
Hoop Shoot @ 6pm

SEPTEMBER 6TH 
Walk & Talk @ 10am

SEPTEMBER 9TH 
Walk & Talk @ 10am
Crockpot One Dish Meal @ 6pm

SEPTEMBER 11TH 
Walk & Talk @ 10am

SEPTEMBER 12TH 
Wreath making class @ 6pm

SEPTEMBER 13TH 
Walk & Talk @ 10am

SEPTEMBER 16TH 
Walk & Talk @ 10am

SEPTEMBER 17th 
Bingo w/ prizes & snacks @ 6pm

SEPTEMBER 18TH 
Walk & Talk @ 10am
Hygiene Bags @ 2pm

SEPTEMBER 20TH 
Walk & Talk @ 10am

SEPTEMBER 23RD 
Walk & Talk @ 10am
Crafts @ 6pm

SEPTEMBER 25TH 
Walk & Talk @ 10am

SEPTEMBER 26TH 
Dodgeball @ 6pm

SEPTEMBER 27TH 
Walk & Talk @ 10am

SEPTEMBER 30TH 
Walk & Talk @ 10am
Game Night @ 6pm

You can follow our health & wellness director on Facebook: La Harpe Health & Wellness. Kathy will share weekly brain teasers, hygiene facts and healthy quick meals. Don’t have access to Facebook, please let us know and we will find a way to get you the information.
[image: ] Follow us on Facebook – La Harpe Health & Wellness

[image: Exploring Wellness: Essential Differences Between Health and Wellness |  Decent]

LOCAL NEWS
· Are you in need of grocery delivery service? Call 620-228-5570 for more information on this new service.

· Did you know, you can have your utility bill emailed to you? See the city clerk for details!


· Pay your city utilities online at www.cityoflaharpe.org by clicking on “Credit Card Payments”.

If you need assistance after-hours please call the Iola Dispatch Center at (620) 365-1437, they will notify the proper personnel.[image: ] HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL LAHARPE CITIZENS CELEBRATING A BIRTHDAY THIS MONTH!!!! MAY YOUR DAY BE AS SPECIAL AS YOU ARE TO US!   









Dates to remember:

[image: When is Labor Day in the USA? Labor Day Countdown. How many days until Labor  Day 2022] September 2nd: City Hall closed in observance of Labor Day
[image: A group of people sitting around a table

Description automatically generated with low confidence]September 11th: Council Meeting at City Hall at 7:00 pm
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Description automatically generated] September 16th: PRIDE Meeting at 7:00 p.m. at the City Hall

 
[image: http://www.paymentus.com/assets/img/icons/utility-big.png] September 25th: Past due Utility shut off date. 
If you can’t pay your account in full at this time then you must submit your reasoning to the City Clerk BEFORE September 25th.
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CITY COUNCIL NEWS
CITIZENS CALL FOR BUSINESS
a) Harry Lee expressed concerns about the city clerk unable to answer his question regarding the water line break. He was asked to call the mayor because the clerk had just returned from vacation and was unaware of what took place the week before. Harry thought about calling the mayor but called the clerk back stating, it’s your job to know what is going on in the city. He also shared that Jim Smith is building a home in La Harpe and was told her could not have a temporary electric service in place so he got a generator, Harry asked if that was the city’s policy. Mayor Crowell stated we have always provided temporary service when requested, she asked the crew if they had talked to Mr. Smith and Michelle stated a work order was never requested for temporary service.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
a) Tornado sirens – Clerk, Michelle, shared a letter dated back in 2000 about the sirens showing that La Harpe follows Iola’s protocols. Michelle stated we can sound the alarms ourselves just need to purchase the equipment. Chief Stotler stated the cost was between $500.00 and $800.00. Danny Ware Jr made the motion to not exceed $1,000.00, get what we need for control over the sirens and take the expense out of the general fund. Ron Knavel seconded. Motion carried 4-0.

NEW BUSINESS
a) Vacated Council Seat – Mayor Crowell appointed Angela Barker stating she ran for council on this last election and lost by 3 votes, none of the others submitted ran for the seat. She is a lifelong resident and a mother raising her family here in town. Council members choose not to make a decision until they have time to see the letters of intent from; Kayla Knavel, William Gay, Kendra Michael, Harry Lee, Angela Barker and Rosetta Greathouse. Tabled until September.
b) Whistle at Jefferson and 11th – Ron Knavel had Michelle look into pricing for a bigger whistle and that cost came in at $1,349.48, he believes the city can fix the flooding issue by using 2 15’ whistle, cut one in half and put together with a band. Larry stated it could easily be done and fix the issues we are having. Ron suggested always using concrete on the ends, Larry stated they need to start doing something different because Travis just replaced a few and the ends are already smashed. Larry stated, we have the whistles just need to buy more bands and concrete. Mayor Crowell directed Michelle to write up a work order for it to take place this fall.
c) John Deere Tractor Quote – Mayor Crowell stated we had an issue with the tractor, which has been fixed but it needs to be serviced and the quote to do that is $794.95, I need a motion to get it taken care of. Ron Knavel made the motion to get the tractor serviced. Sharlyn Thompson seconded. Motion carried 3-1 with Danny Ware Jr. opposed. 
d) Street Signs – a quote was shared in the amount of $1,992.10 to replace a few street signs and stop signs. Council decided to table until September.
e) #6 Lift Station – A quote was shared to replace a pump in #6, $1,125.22 from HFE Process. Michelle stated that Bruce Boettcher would like to meet with the council Monday, August 19th at 5:30pm to discuss moving forward with the design portion of the sewer upgrade. Danny Ware Jr made the motion to purchase line items 1,2 & 3 and take the money out of sewer. Sharlyn Thompson seconded. Motion carried 4-0. Council agreed to meeting on Monday, August 19th at 5:30.
f) Tire Quote – 3 quotes were shared to replace the back tires on the spray truck; Ken Pratt Motors- $282.50, JD’s-$330.00 for one brand and $296.00 for the other, and Sigg Tires- $340.00. Larry stated one tire has a hole in the sidewall and won’t hold air very long. Danny Ware Jr. made the motion to go with Ken Pratt Motors. Sharlyn Thompson seconded. Motion carried 4-0. Larry also stated, the truck has new shocks which made the ride better but we are still having additional front-end issues, he is waiting to hear from Mike Manbeck but wanted the council aware.
g) Advantage Computer Contract – Mayor Crowell shared a copy of the renewal with the council. Cynthia Carr made a motion to accept the contract from Advantage Computer in the amount of $499.00. and take the money out of all 3 departments. Sharlyn Thompson seconded. Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS OF CITY OFFICERS
a) Fred Works, City Attorney – Absent from meeting

b) Roy Caler, Water Representative – Nothing to report.

c) Joe Stotler, Police Chief – Shared his monthly time cards and report. 

d) Penny Miller, Code/Animal Control –Shared her monthly reports. Penny stated; we have 2 new homes coming in and we don’t have the sewer line needed, we need about 300 feet of line. New Klein Lumbers bid was around $1,300.00, Anderson Plumbing was $1,400.00 and Locke Supply was $1,239.23 and that also included the connectors we will need. Danny Ware Jr suggested she contact Ottawa Winnelson for a quote.

e) [bookmark: _Hlk77249859]Marc Waggoner, Fire Chief- Absent from meeting but shared the fire meeting minutes; The La Harpe Volunteer Fire Department met for the monthly meeting. Present: Josh Sparks, Marc Waggoner Sr., Ronald Splector, Kiefer Endicott, Matthew Waggoner, Dennis Sidebottom, and Meghan Sparks. Absent were, Bill Gay, Pamela Waggoner and Justin Pritchard. La Harpe firefighters had their meeting, took out the trucks and trained on ladder to 351 unit. Then discussed what we want on our replacement rehab unit then adjourned meeting.

f) Maintenance Department - The workorders were shared. Mayor Crowell stated we only have enough mosquito chemical to do about one and half more sprays, I would like a motion to purchase a barrel, last time it was around $5,500.00 and we can take the money from electric, water and sewer. Danny Ware Jr made the motion to purchase a barrel from Van Diest. Sharlyn Thompson seconded. Motion carried 4-0.


g) Michelle Altis, City Clerk – Michelle shared a printout of health insurance options for the council to review and discuss at a latter date. She also shared a J & J authorization letter requesting the bank information for future ACH, after discussion the council choose to leave as is. Michelle also expressed concerns with phone calls that she and some of the staff have been receiving about other employees and she reminded everyone the chain of command starts with the mayor and if she is unavailable then contact the president of the council. It’s not the employee’s responsibility to know what each other are doing besides city business, those concerns need to be directed to the mayor.

           [image: Large Group Of Different People In A Team Royalty Free SVG, Cliparts,  Vectors, And Stock Illustration. Image 110427118.]
Mayor: Ella Mae Crowell (620) 496-6219
City Attorney: Fred Works
City Municipal Judge: Patty Miklos
Police Chief: Joseph Stotler
Fire Chief: Marc Waggoner
Assistant Fire Chief: Dennis Sidebottom
City Clerk: Michelle Altis
Assistant Clerk: Teresa Driskel
City Treasurer: Audra Riggins
Maintenance Staff: Larry Laird & Travis Doolittle
Code & Animal Control: Penny Miller

                                                  City Council Members:
        Ron Knavel (496-2508)                                  Danny Ware Jr. (496-2156)
       Cynthia Carr (496-7500)                              Sharlyn Thompson (496-3348)
                                 
                 Laharpe City Hall                         Hours: Monday-Friday 
                  902 S. Washington                         8:00-12:00 & 1:00-5:00
                      P.O. Box 10                                  Ph. (620) 496-2241
Laharpe, KS. 66751                          Fax (620) 496-2240 
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE; CITYOFLAHARPE.ORG                                             [image: ] Follow us on Facebook – City of La Harpe
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Chicken Corn Soup
Ingredients
· 1 medium onion, chopped
· 2 celery ribs, chopped
· 1 cup shredded carrots
· 2 pounds boneless skinless chicken breasts, cubed
· 3 chicken bouillon cubes
· 1 teaspoon salt
· 1/4 teaspoon pepper
· 12 cups water
· 2 cups uncooked egg noodles
· 2 cans (14-3/4 ounces each) cream-style corn
· 1/4 cup butter
· Optional: Celery leaves and coarsely ground pepper
Directions
· 1. Place first 8 ingredients in a Dutch oven; bring slowly to a boil. Reduce heat; simmer, uncovered, until chicken is no longer pink and vegetables are tender, about 30 minutes.
· 2. Stir in noodles, corn and butter. Cook, uncovered, until noodles are tender, about 10 minutes, stirring occasionally. If desired, top with celery leaves and pepper.
[image: Grilled Cheese, Bacon and Oven-Dried Tomato Sandwich]
Grilled Cheese, Bacon and Oven-Dried Tomato Sandwich
 Ingredients
· 6 tablespoons butter, softened, divided
· 8 slices sourdough bread
· 1/2 cup shredded sharp white cheddar cheese
· 1/2 cup shredded Monterey Jack cheese
· 1/2 cup shredded Gruyere cheese
· 3 tablespoons mayonnaise
· 3 tablespoons finely shredded Manchego or Parmesan cheese
· 1/8 teaspoon onion powder
· 4 ounces Brie cheese, rind removed, sliced
Directions
· 1. Spread 3 tablespoons butter on one side of each slice of bread. Place bread, butter side down, in a large skillet or electric griddle over medium-low heat until golden brown, 2-3 minutes; remove. In a small bowl, combine cheddar, Monterey Jack and Gruyere. In another bowl, mix together remaining 3 tablespoons butter, mayonnaise, Manchego cheese and onion powder.
· 2. To assemble sandwiches, top toasted side of 4 bread slices with sliced brie and tomatoes. Sprinkle a portion of the cheddar cheese mixture evenly over brie; add fried onion rings. Sprinkle with the remaining cheddar cheese mixture and add bacon; top with remaining bread slices, toasted side facing inwards. Spread the butter-mayonnaise mixture on the outsides of each sandwich. Place in same skillet and cook until golden brown and cheese is melted, 5-6 minutes on each side. Serve immediately.

                                                                             [image: Apple Pie Cupcakes with Cinnamon Buttercream]
Apple Pie Cupcakes with Cinnamon Buttercream
Ingredients
· 1 package yellow cake mix (regular size)
· 2 tablespoons butter
· 4 medium tart apples, peeled and finely chopped (about 4 cups)
· 3/4 cup packed brown sugar
· 1 tablespoon cornstarch
· 1 tablespoon water
· FROSTING:
· 1 cup butter, softened
· 3 cups confectioners' sugar
· 2 tablespoons heavy whipping cream
· 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
· 1-1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
· Thinly sliced apples, optional
Directions
· 1. Prepare and bake cake mix according to package directions for 24 cupcakes; cool cupcakes completely.
· 2. In a large skillet, heat butter over medium heat. Add apples and brown sugar; cook and stir until apples are tender, 10-12 minutes. In a small bowl, mix cornstarch and water until smooth; stir into pan. Bring to a boil; cook and stir until thickened, 1-2 minutes. Remove from heat; cool completely.
· 3. Using a paring knife, cut a 1-in.-wide cone-shaped piece from the top of each cupcake; discard removed portion. Fill cavity with apple mixture.
· 4. In a large bowl, combine the 5 frosting ingredients; beat until smooth. Frost the cupcakes. If desired, top with apple slices to serve.
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