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[image: 3,062 April Fools Day Illustrations & Clip Art - iStock] April Fools’ Day on April 1st has long been a day when practical jokes and tricks are played on the unaware. It’s a time when children convince their parents they’ve broken a bone. Parents get in on the planning, too. Classic April Fools’ jokes include caramel covered onions or fake doggy doo-doo in inconvenient places. Businesses launch impractical or unbelievable products for the fun of the day and newspapers print incredible headlines catching readers off guard.   
Of course, the trick to a good April Fools’ prank is planning. And you also need to be the first to pull it off. There’s no point in pursuing your prank if someone else beats you to it. Once the foolery has been triggered, everyone else will be on high alert and the element of surprise will be lost.
Some practical jokers go to great lengths to pull off their ruse. The more people involved the greater the risk of being discovered before the great plan can be deployed. 
[image: A picture containing text, nature, sunset

Description automatically generated] Good Friday, 4/3/2026, is a solemn day on which Christians recall the death of Jesus and its promise of hope and new life. In some traditions a wooden cross is set up and people spend time meditating before it.
Other people make the Stations of the Cross a devotion that recalls the journey of Jesus on the Via Dolorosa (Way of Sorrows) in Jerusalem to Calvary where he was crucified. (In Jerusalem the place of Christ's death and resurrection is commemorated inside the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.)
Many Christians keep this devotion but also see in the suffering of Jesus a reminder to be more concerned for the suffering of people in today's world. For many Christians, this day is also a day of fasting and penance.
[image: The Origins of Easter: What's the Story with the Easter Bunny and Eggs?] Easter 4/5/2026
Easter Sunday is the greatest feast in the Christian calendar. While our society puts a major emphasis on Christmas, no other day is traditionally as sacred for the Christian community as Easter. This is the day Christians commemorate the resurrection of Christ.
In some traditions, the services begin the night before with the lighting of a new fire and the blessing of a large Easter candle. Water is blessed and many are baptized. But for all Christians, this is a day to renew one's faith.
In the Catholic Church, there is a sprinkling of all people with the newly blessed Easter water as a sign of renewal of our baptismal commitment. In many Protestant communities, Easter is celebrated at a sunrise service early on Easter morning.
Easter usually ends with festive celebrations with special foods and Easter delicacies.
                                          [image: Easter Egg Hunt – Delta, Utah]

La Harpe Pride will be sponsoring the Easter Egg hunt, Saturday, April 4th at the La Harpe city park. In the event of inclement weather, the festivities will be moved to La Harpe city hall.
  






                     Earth Day April 22, 2026
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                         LOCAL NEWS
· Are you in need of grocery delivery service? Call 620-228-5570 for more information on this new service.

· Don’t forget, we have a community food box in front of City Hall…. Take what you need, leave what you can.

·   2026 City Dog Tags available for purchase. Please bring proof of rabies vaccination.

· [image: ] Food pantry available to the La Harpe community on the 3rd Friday of each month! Address for pickup is the Light of La Harpe Church – 901 S. Main and pickup start at 4:00pm. Any questions on the food pantry, please call 620-228-3069.


If you need assistance after-hours please call the Iola Dispatch Center at (620) 365-1437, they will notify the proper personnel.
[image: ] HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL LAHARPE CITIZENS CELEBRATING A BIRTHDAY THIS MONTH!!!! MAY YOUR DAY BE AS SPECIAL AS YOU ARE TO US!   

	

[image: Veterinary Services In Belle River | Home | Belle River Animal Clinic]
            Annual Animal Clinic 4/4/2026
Lora Holman will be the veterinary on site to administer the vaccines. All animals are required to be on a leash. This clinic is by appointment only, contact City Hall for more information.
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               [image: garage-sale-911-signs][image: garage-sale-911-signs]
            City of LaHarpe City Wide Garage Sales
                          June 13th    
To be added to the list you must sign-up at city hall by 5:00 pm on 
June 8th 
 These lists will be available June 9th and may be picked up at the post office or the City Hall.


       [image: yard-sale][image: yard-sale]

                     [image: City Wide Clean Up - City of Wellsville, KS]
         June 25, 2026
                You must sign-up at city hall before 5:00 pm on 
Friday, June 19th to schedule your pickup. 
We need name, address, and list of items you want picked up.
	
No tires, batteries, household trash or items with Freon.

Items must be out by the road by 8:00 a.m. Thursday, June 25th. 
Please keep items separated in corresponding piles.


Dates to remember:
[image: A group of people sitting around a table

Description automatically generated with low confidence] April 8th: Council Meeting at City Hall at 7:00 pm
 
 [image: A picture containing text, lined

Description automatically generated] April 20th: PRIDE Meeting at 7:00 p.m. at the City Hall

[image: http://www.paymentus.com/assets/img/icons/utility-big.png] April 28th: Past due Utility shut off date. 









[image: Animal Control | College Park, MD]
Note from the animal control officer:

To whom it may concern

          It’s a new year and time to get your dog(s) tagged with the city. There is an ordinance that tells you what you need to register your dog(s) and the ordinance that clearly states that you can’t have more than (3) three dogs per household.
        If your dog(s) are not tagged and registered by April 30, 2026 you will be given a NTA (Notice to Appear in court)
       If you have any questions, please contact us by phone (620) 365-5956 here at city hall.

                                                                                          Respectfully,
                                                                                       City of La Harpe

City dog tag fees:
Neutered/Spayed = $5.00 a dog
Unneutered/Unspayed = $7.50 a dog
Must have proof of current rabies vaccination to purchase city dog tags.
A copy of the ordinance, in its entirety, can be viewed at www.cityoflaharpe.org 
The city will host a dog clinic at city hall on April 4, 2026, from 1:30pm to 3:00pm
Bronson Vet, Lora Holman, will be on site to administer. This will be by appointment only. Contact city hall for more information (620) 365-5956.

[image: CODE ENFORCEMENT ID Patches 6x2 - White Lettering - Twill Backing]
Note from the La Harpe Code Officer:
To whom it may concern,
I would like to share a friendly reminder to the La Harpe citizens; 
a) Vehicles parked in yards must have active registration and insurance and kept neatly maintained. 
b) Stock cars must be on a trailer or covered up.
c) Roofs & windows must be intact and not covered with tarps, boards or like materials.
d) Broken appliances and or furniture do not belong outdoors.
e) Brush piles must be maintained; a burn permit can be obtained by calling city hall at 620-365-5956.
f) Grass clippings, in street, will not be tolerated. If you do get grass in the street, please use your mower or broom to get it out of street. If seen intentionally blowing grass in street a notice to appear in La Harpe Municipal court will be issued. 
g) Grass can not be any taller than 12 inches anywhere on property, maintaining the ditch is on the homeowner. If you are wanting to hay your property, you must have 1 acre to hay and a hay permit needs to be approved by April 1st. 
h) If you have a dead tree near the city powerlines, and the tree falls over and does damage to the city powerlines, you will be charged for the damage.
i) Trash belongs in a dumpster or at the Allen County landfill not in your yard.
j) Dog pens need to be cleaned at least once a week and have clean water every day, and adequate shelter.

I will be sending out letters if your property is not in compliance with the La Harpe city code, if you have any issues with the La Harpe city code, please attend your regular council meeting held the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00pm at city hall to discuss a resolution to your code violation. If the request to have your property in compliance with the La Harpe city code is not met by the time stated in your letter, a notice to appear in the La Harpe Municipal court will be issued.
A copy of the ordinance, in its entirety, can be viewed at www.cityoflaharpe.org
CITY COUNCIL NEWS
Call to order                                                       
	Mayor Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance with 4 members present. Harry Lee Jr. requested a moment of silence, for all, to honor Ella Mae Crowell.

Approval of Agenda
          Harry Lee, Jr requested parking and ordinance be added under new business. Angela Barker made the motion to approve the amended agenda. Harry Lee, Jr. seconded. Motion carried 4-0. 
      
Approval of Minutes
          Ron Knavel made the motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting on February 11, 2026 and the special meeting on February 18, 2026 as presented. Cyndi Maley seconded. Motion carried 4-0.

[bookmark: _Hlk72312174][bookmark: _Hlk98150896]CITIZENS CALL FOR BUSINESS
a) Nicole Henry expressed concerns over Mike Knavel’s water line and felt they had been doubled bill. City Attorney, Fred Works, suggested the issue needs to be identified so it can be discussed outside the council meeting and if an error is present, it will be shared with the council on how to move forward. Mayor Thompson suggested Nicole setup a meeting with her and Michelle to discuss.


UNFINISHED BUSINESS
a) Snow Blade – Ron Knavel requested this item be tabled until a later date.
b) Excess cellular phone – Harry Lee Jr. shared, after looking into removing the extra phone line, the city phone bill will be reduced by $50.40 a month and will probably lose the phone number. Angela Barker expressed concerns about having to pay a higher cost if the city chose to activate phone at a later date. Michelle stated, the city is on a government contract that receives discounted services. Harry Lee Jr. made the motion to cancel the phone designated for the law department. Cyndi Maley seconded. Motion carried 4-0.
c) Grant on Fire Barn – Nothing was shared on this as the fire chief was absent. Angela Barker stated it did not need to be an agenda item going forward.
d) Mayor Thompson requested a motion to go into executive session for attorney client for 15 minutes. Harry Lee Jr. made the motion to go into executive session for attorney client for 15 minutes. Ron Knavel seconded. Motion carried 4-0. After returning to regular session, Fred Works addressed the citizens on the death of mayor Crowell. He stated there is a process required by city and state law when a vacancy occurs in the mayor seat. The mayor will elect a president of the council that serves as a vice mayor when the mayor is not present. Sharlyn Thompson was president of the council so she will serve as the city mayor and remain in that place until the mayor’s term expires. With that being said, there is now a vacant council seat, state law states that vacant seat is appointed by the mayor and the council has to consent to that suggested appointment. The consent cannot be withheld unless the nominee doesn’t meet the required qualifications; live in city limits and registered voter. Mayor Thompson mentioned that she had a letter of intent submitted by Kendra Michael and would like to share with council. Mayor Thompson expressed her gratitude to Kendra but stated she is wanting to appoint Cynthia Carr. Mayor Thompson explained the reasoning; Cynthia was on the previous ballot and the citizens voted on her. She also has served as mayor before becoming a council member, and her experience will be helpful to me. Mayor Thompson a consent from council to have Cynthia Carr fill the vacant seat. Harry Lee Jr. made the motion to accept the appointment of Cynthia Carr. Angela Barker seconded. Motion carried 4-0.

NEW BUSINESS
a) Vacant council seat – City clerk, Michelle Altis, swore in Cynthia Carr for the seat. Mayor Thompson requested the council to make a nomination for the President of the council position. Ron Knavel nominated Harry Lee Jr. Angela Barker nominated Cynthia Carr. Fred stated, since there are two nominations, the council will have to vote. Cyndi Maley and Ron Knavel voted for Harry Lee Jr. as president with Angela Barker voting for Cynthia Carr. Harry Lee Jr. will sit as President of the council.
b) Dump Truck & Backhoe – Items were tabled. Harry Lee Jr. requested a spreadsheet be made for each piece showing cost, mileage and location to compare. Cynthia Carr mentioned, Iola is getting a new dump truck perhaps we should reach out to them about their intentions for the old one.
c) 6th Street Whistles – Keith Knavel stated the whistle east of the ballpark needs to be replaced with a bigger whistle. Keith shared pricing for a 30” pipe and 2-24” pipes from Cleavers. Harry Lee Jr. made the motion to buy 2-24” at $2,464.80. Ron Knavel seconded. Motion carried 5-0.
d) Sewer Rates – Ron Knavel expressed concerns about raising sewer rates $5.00 this year, stating, according to the figures, we are where we need to be. Angela Barker reminded the council of phase two after phase one is completed with phase two costing almost 4 million. She stated, it’s better to stay ahead of it now instead of waiting only to hear we have to increase our sewer rates even more. With the ordinance we have in place for a $5.00 increase the next 4 years, it easier to manage then to have to do a huge increase all at once. Citizen, Debbie Bearden, asked, if after the sewer project is finished could the rate be reduced if it doesn’t need to be that high. Mayor Thompson stated, yes it could or keep it in reserves or perhaps give back to our citizens. Harry Lee Jr. stated, we already have a process in place so we just need to stick with it. No motion was made on the matter.
e) Lift Station Invoices – Michelle stated the invoice from last month on lift station #6 did not qualify because approval wasn’t made through BG Consultants. Michelle explained, going forward if any lift stations are having serious issues the city needs to contact BG about the issue so they get in touch with our hired contractor.
f) Utility Contractors versus in house – Harry Lee Jr. expressed concerns over two poles the city is wanting to hire to replace instead of saving money and doing it in house. One pole being served as a guy pole to straighten the city utility pole that is leaning due to a 3rd party installing equipment on it, and the 2nd pole is a service pole. In the past, service poles were the homeowner’s responsibility, Harry was questioning if that had changed. Mayor Thompson stated, nothing had change and that is accurate but mayor Crowell had spoke to this citizen and made this agreement because the city electric meter was on that pole. Harry stated, the city has the equipment and the ability to set poles and our employees should be doing the work, not a contractor. Harry shared, he has visited with Joe Robb, who previously worked for the city, and he has indicated he would be willing to come over and work with our employees as a supervisor for $20.00 per hour and has agreed to sign a medical waiver. Fred shared that doing this would be like hiring an independent contractor and the council needs to decide what work you want him to help the crew out with so that it is listed in writing. Angela Barker stated, it would be nice to talk to Joe as a group.
g) Grant for Library account – Michelle stated the $1,000.00 grant for the library will require reporting and I feel it is necessary to have Sharlyn Thompson and Teresa Driskel to open an account for the grant money. Harry Lee Jr. made the motion to have those two open a separate account. Ron Knavel seconded. Motion carried 5-0.
h) Lead Replacement Project – Michelle stated, any homes or vacant lots with lead water lines will have to be replaced by 2037. KDHE is offering funding to help with this project and it may require the services of an engineering company. Still a lot of stuff in the works, but wanted to bring this to your attention, that sooner or later, the city will have to act upon this.
i) Bank Accounts – Michelle stated, the following accounts needed names changed, removing Ella Mae Crowell and replacing with Sharlyn Thompson: city, sewer fund, electric upgrade fund, water fund, health & wellness fund, fitness center and La Harpe days. Harry Lee Jr. made the motion to update the signatures. Cynthia Carr seconded. Motion carried 5-0. Michelle stated the city also has two certificates of deposit that needs updated as well. Cynthia Carr made the motion to update the signatures. Cyndi Maley seconded. Motion carried 5-0.
j) Parking – Harry Lee Jr expressed concerns about parking in front of city hall and asked if parking lines could be placed on curbing giving people the proper space to park. Keith stated that could be done.
k) Ordinance - Harry Lee Jr. mentioned the 2 homes Penny is wanting to be condemned was hard to find with no addresses on them and I believe the city has an ordinance on house numbers, perhaps our code officer can address this issue with those missing the proper identification. Michelle stated she would let Penny know.


REPORTS OF CITY OFFICERS
a) Fred Works, City Attorney – Discussed the Factory built home ordinance versus the manufactured paperwork, explaining he is not sure what the paperwork is from and seems to be missing a page. He asked Michelle to look into it and see if there is more to this. Ordinance #1807 is the one the council passed and should be following but notice a typo error on page two letter “d” should read manufactured home and not factory-built home. Michelle stated she would look into it and be in touch.

b) Roy Caler, Water Representative – Nothing to report. 

c) Penny Miller, Code/Animal Control –shared reports and requested approval to move forward on condemning 309 E. 10th and 1001 S. Main. The council agreed to move forward. 


d) [bookmark: _Hlk77249859]Marc Waggoner, Fire Chief- Absent from meeting but minutes were shared: The LaHarpe Volunteer Fire Department met for the monthly meeting. Present: Marc Waggoner Sr., Matthew Waggoner, Kiefer Endicott, Josh Sparks, Meghan Sparks, Bill Gay, Dennis Sidebottom, and Pamela Waggoner. Absent were Jason Teeple, Dillon Brownback, and Justin Pritchard. Started meeting, went over the 2 fire fighters who got certified in grain entrapment, confined space course and chief Waggoner got a hold of Kansas Foresty service, we are on a waiting list for a fire truck.


e) Maintenance Department - The workorders were shared. 

f) Michelle Altis, City Clerk – Shared the Vetcore invoice had been paid in full.

Mayor Thompson reminded everyone of the community conversation coming up on Tuesday, March 24th at 6:00pm at city hall.


DISCUSSION ON AGENDA ITEMS – 
               Mayor Thompson requested a motion to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 20 minutes to cover both executive sessions. Harry Lee Jr. made the motion to go into executive session for non-elected personnel for 20 minutes to cover both executive sessions.  Angela Barker seconded. Motion carried 5-0. After returning to regular session, Harry Lee Jr. made the motion to continue employment with Keith Knavel and give him a raise of $1.00 per hour effective March 17, 2026. Angela Barker seconded. Motion carried 4-1 with Ron Knavel abstaining. 
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Mayor: Harry Lee Jr. 620-496-2233
City Attorney: Fred Works
City Municipal Judge: Patty Miklos
Police Chief: 
Fire Chief: Marc Waggoner
Assistant Fire Chief: Dennis Sidebottom
City Clerk: Michelle Altis
Assistant Clerk: Teresa Driskel
City Treasurer: 
Maintenance Staff: Larry Laird & Keith Knavel
Code & Animal Control: Penny Miller
                                                  City Council Members:
        Angela Barker (224-6209)                              Ron Knavel (496-2508)
       Cyndi Maley (380-6600)                                Cynthia Carr (496-7500)
                                 
                 Laharpe City Hall                         Hours: Monday-Friday 
                  902 S. Washington                         8:00-12:00 & 1:00-5:00
                      P.O. Box 10                                  Ph. (620) 365-5956
                  Laharpe, KS. 66751                          Fax (620) 365-3944
           CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE; CITYOFLAHARPE.ORG                    [image: ] Follow us on Facebook
                [image: Berry Cheesecake Cinnamon Roll Cups Recipe - Pillsbury.com]
                                      Fruit Pie Cinnamon Roll Cups
 INGREDIENTS
· 2 cans Pillsbury cinnamon rolls (8 count)
· 8 oz cream cheese, softened
· 1 cup sugar
· 1 tsp vanilla extract
· 1 can pie filling of your choice (apple, cherry, strawberry, blueberry, mixed berry, or lemon creme)
INSTRUCTIONS
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Place parchment paper liners in 16 muffin cups. Liners are optional but highly recommended. If not using liners, grease muffin cups well.
2. Unroll both cans of cinnamon rolls and separate rolls. Press each roll into the bottom of a muffin cup and up the sides.
3. In a small bowl, cream together the cream cheese, sugar, and vanilla extract until the mixture is smooth. Spoon the cream cheese mixture into the center of each cinnamon roll cup, dividing the cream cheese mixture evenly.
4. Top the cream cheese with a heaping spoonful of pie filling.
5. Bake 16-18 minutes until the cinnamon rolls are puffed and golden brown.
6. Remove from oven and allow to cool for about 10 minutes then drizzle with icing from the cinnamon rolls.
                                                
                                           [image: Delicious Egg Salad for Sandwiches]
                     Delicious Egg Salad for Sandwiches
Ingredients
· 8 eggs
· ½ cup mayonnaise
· 1 teaspoon prepared yellow mustard
· ¼ cup chopped green onion
· salt and pepper to taste
· ¼ teaspoon paprika
Directions
· Step 1
Place egg in a saucepan and cover with cold water. Bring water to a boil and immediately remove from heat. Cover and let eggs stand in hot water for 10 to 12 minutes. Remove from hot water, cool, peel and chop.
· Step 2
Place the chopped eggs in a bowl, and stir in the mayonnaise, mustard and green onion. Season with salt, pepper and paprika. Stir and serve on your favorite bread or crackers.

NOTE: Perfect for those leftover Easter eggs!!

                                         [image: Slow Cooker Texas Pulled Pork]
                          Slow Cooker Texas Pulled Pork
Ingredients
· 1 teaspoon vegetable oil
· 1 (4 pound) pork shoulder roast
· 1 cup barbeque sauce
· ½ cup apple cider vinegar
· ½ cup chicken broth
· ¼ cup light brown sugar
· 1 tablespoon prepared yellow mustard
· 1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce
· 1 tablespoon chili powder
· 1 extra large onion, chopped
· 2 large cloves garlic, crushed
· 1 ½ teaspoons dried thyme
· 8 hamburger buns, split
· 2 tablespoons butter, or as needed

Directions
· Step 1
Pour the vegetable oil into the bottom of a slow cooker. Place the pork roast into the slow cooker; pour in the barbecue sauce, apple cider vinegar, and chicken broth. Stir in the brown sugar, yellow mustard, Worcestershire sauce, chili powder, onion, garlic, and thyme. Cover and cook on High until the roast shreds easily with a fork, 5 to 6 hours.



· Step 2
Remove the roast from the slow cooker and shred the meat using two forks. Return the shredded pork to the slow cooker and stir the meat into the juices.
· Step 3
Spread the inside of both halves of hamburger buns with butter. Toast the buns, butter side down, in a skillet over medium heat until golden brown. Spoon pork into the toasted buns.
Cook's Note
The pork can also be cooked on Low for 10 to 12 hours.

                                           [image: Buttermilk Coleslaw]
                                   Buttermilk Coleslaw
Ingredients
· 2 cups mayonnaise
· 1 cup buttermilk
· 3 tablespoons white sugar
· 1 teaspoon celery seed
· ½ teaspoon ground black pepper
· 2 (16 ounce) packages shredded coleslaw mix

Directions
· Step 1
In a large bowl, stir together the mayonnaise, buttermilk, sugar, celery seed and black pepper. Fold in the coleslaw mix and refrigerate until serving. This tastes best if it is refrigerated for a few hours before serving.
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