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The Name and Nickname of August
August is the second full month of summer, and typically one of the hottest months of the year. Often nicknamed the “dog days” of summer or of August, it is widely assumed that the “dog days” reference is about hot and lazy dogs lying around in the heat and humidity.
Well, many dogs probably do lay around doing as little as possible during those hot days, but actually, naming the days of late July and early August the dog days actually originally referred to the rising of the star system Sirius. Sirius is the brightest star visible from Earth and is part of the constellation Canis Major or the Greater Dog. That is why Sirius is often called the Dog Star.
During this time, the Sun is in the same place as Sirius, which rises and sets with the Sun in the northern hemisphere summer. The Dog Days of Summer lasts from the 20 days before and 20 after the alignment of the Sun and Sirius: July 3 — August 11.
The ancient Greeks believed that the pairing of the Sun and Sirius brought the heat, fevers, and bad moods with it. In ancient Egypt, when Sirius returned to the night sky, it became known as the precursor to the annual flooding of the Nile River, and Sirius was worshipped as the goddess Sopdet.



August is the Best Month to Go on Vacation or to Just Do Nothing
Even though August is known as the “Dog Days” for its hot and humid weather in most places, August is generally not as hot as July. The weather change makes August the best month to take a vacation: not as hot as July, and not as cool as September.
August is a great time to go to the beach, go fishing, take a cruise, get out into nature, visit the U.S. National Parks, and so on. Well, August was a good month to do all of those summer activities, until 2020.
In August 2020, most of the world is still experiencing the ramifications of the COVID-19 virus, and many venues and activities are closed or restricted. So now people are finding alternative ways to enjoy the last of the summer days.
 

[image: August Fun Facts - Nanticoke Senior Center]
Here are some August fun facts:
1. August 1st: Llamas Day - Llamas represent symbols of endurance, balanced action. Though they can become stubborn if treated poorly, they are hard-working and dependable. Llama is here to remind you that only through hard work and perseverance will your dreams be realized.
2. August 3rd: National Watermelon Day - It is a popular mid-summer holiday celebrated by eating the refreshing fruit, participating in seed-spitting contests, and enjoying frozen desserts. The fruit itself is composed of 92% water and is packed with essential vitamins like A, C, and B6.
3. August 9th: National Book Lovers Day - Dive into a captivating novel, explore a fascinating non-fiction title, or simply reread an old favorite. Pick up a new book, visit your local library, or share your favorite literary quote with a friend.
4. August 10th: S’mores Day - It is a holiday dedicated to the beloved summer campfire treat made of a roasted marshmallow and chocolate bar sandwiched between two graham crackers. 
5. August 13th: Left-Handers Day - First established by the Left-handers Club in 1976, the annual holiday celebrates the 10% to 12% of the global population who are left-dominant and raises awareness about navigating a predominantly right-handed world.
6. August 24th: National Waffle Day - Eaten throughout the world, a waffle is a leavened batter or dough. When cooked between two patterned plates, the dough bakes in the waffle's characteristic uniform impressed surface. Waffles also come in many forms. Depending on the type of batter or iron used, the resulting waffle varies by consistency, size, shape, and flavor.
7. August 26th: National Dog Day - Established to celebrate canine companionship and raise awareness for rescue dogs, the holiday encourages adoption and supporting local shelters.
8. August 27th: World Rock, Paper, Scissors Day - Created in 2014 by the World Rock Paper Scissors Association, the holiday encourages everyone to play the game for fun, focus, and conflict resolution.
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The kids will be heading back to school this month, please allow yourself extra time to get out around. The children will be waiting on buses or walking to school and they don’t always pay attention to traffic. Take your time and watch out for the little ones!
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HOPE YOU HAVE A FANTASTIC SCHOOL YEAR!!!!

                [image: Grass Clippings In The Street - YouTube]

TO ALL CITIZENS IN LA HARPE
It is in the city ordinance that you are not to blow your grass in the street. If you happen to get grass in the street, I’m asking you to blow or sweep the grass back into your yard or you will receive a Notice to Appear in Court. That will be an $80.00 court cost and whatever the Judge fines you. Please don’t blow grass in the street when you mow or at any time. 
If you have any questions, please contact us by phone (620) 496-2241 here at City Hall.

                                                                         Sincerely, 
                                                          Animal and Code Officer
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Note from the La Harpe Code Officer:
To whom it may concern,
I would like to share a friendly reminder to the La Harpe citizens; 
a) Vehicles parked in yards must have active registration and insurance and kept neatly maintained. 
b) Stock cars must be on a trailer or covered up.
c) Roofs & windows must be intact and not covered with tarps, boards or like materials.
d) Broken appliances and or furniture do not belong outdoors.
e) Brush piles must be maintained; a burn permit can be obtained by calling city hall at 620-365-5956.
f) Grass clippings, in street, will not be tolerated. If you do get grass in the street, please use your mower or broom to get it out of street. If seen intentionally blowing grass in street a notice to appear in La Harpe Municipal court will be issued. 
g) Grass can not be any taller than 12 inches anywhere on property, maintaining the ditch is on the homeowner. If you are wanting to hay your property, you must have 1 acre to hay and a hay permit needs to be approved by April 1st. 
h) If you have a dead tree near the city powerlines, and the tree falls over and does damage to the city powerlines, you will be charged for the damage.
i) Trash belongs in a dumpster or at the Allen County landfill not in your yard.
j) Dog pens need to be cleaned at least once a week and have clean water every day, and adequate shelter.

I will be sending out letters if your property is not in compliance with the La Harpe city code, if you have any issues with the La Harpe city code, please attend your regular council meeting held the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00pm at city hall to discuss a resolution to your code violation. If the request to have your property in compliance with the La Harpe city code is not met by the time stated in your letter, a notice to appear in the La Harpe Municipal court will be issued.
A copy of the ordinance, in its entirety, can be viewed at www.cityoflaharpe.org
LOCAL NEWS
· Are you in need of grocery delivery service? Call 620-228-5570 for more information on this new service.


· Don’t forget, we have a community food box in front of City Hall…. Take what you need, leave what you can.

·   2026 City Dog Tags available for purchase. Neutered or spayed is $9.00, intact is $10.50. Failure to purchase your city dog tag could result in a possibility of receiving a notice to appear in La Harpe municipal court which will add an $80.00 court cost fee on top of the dog tag purchase.

· [image: ] Food pantry available to the La Harpe community on the 3rd Friday of each month! Address for pickup is the Light of La Harpe Church – 901 S. Main and pickup start at 4:00pm. Any questions on the food pantry, please call 620-228-3069.

If you need assistance after-hours please call the Iola Dispatch Center at (620) 365-1437, they will notify the proper personnel.
[image: ] HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL LAHARPE CITIZENS CELEBRATING A BIRTHDAY THIS MONTH!!!! MAY YOUR DAY BE AS SPECIAL AS YOU ARE TO US!   





Dates to remember:
[image: A group of people sitting around a table

Description automatically generated with low confidence] August 12th: Council Meeting at City Hall at 7:00 pm
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Description automatically generated] August 17th: PRIDE Meeting at 7:00 p.m. at the City Hall

[image: http://www.paymentus.com/assets/img/icons/utility-big.png] August 25th: Past due Utility shut off date. 

[image: Is anyone as excited as I am about football season?! 🤩🏈💛 — Kristen On Air]
Preseason Starts August 6th!!

CITY COUNCIL NEWS
CITIZENS CALL FOR BUSINESS
a) Rebecca Holiday approached the council with interest in buying a property at 801 S. Taylor but had a few questions; I have one horse and was told your city ordinance does not allow them and I plan on building on the property. Cynthia Carr suggested she apply for a variance; present to the council an itemized detail report of your plans and present to the city council. 

b) Patricia Whiting addressed the council with a brief petition regarding the stem wall on the dwelling at 907 S. Washington, stating it would create a financial and physical hardship for the homeowner and is requesting the city council vote to approve a variance on the stem wall. Scott Kroenke asked for a 10-minute recess so that he could go look at the home with the owner. Scott reported back that the structure appears to be structurally sound. Scott Kroenke made a motion to go into a 5-minute Attorney/Client executive session to discuss in further detail. Cyndi Maley seconded. Motion carried 4-0. Ron Knavel made the motion to come out of the executive session. Scott Kroenke seconded. Motion carried 4-0. Scott made the motion for Jake Manbeck to draft a formal variance application that the council can vote on next month. Cyndi Maley seconded. Motion carried 4-0.


UNFINISHED BUSINESS
a) Lead assessment update – Sam Boaz: Sam stated the 2nd round of soil samples will be finished up tomorrow and then will put in as a site inspection to get the information to the EPA. The cleanup in La Harpe will be State lead versus Federally lead. Sam did state, if a homeowner or business does not want property cleaned up, that is their right to say so.  He shared, the city and homeowners will receive a report in a month or so on our findings. Sam thanked the council for all of the help and support they have received.

b) Street Maintenance Plan – No action taken at this time. Scott Kroenke stated, can’t vote on a plan if we don’t know if the county can support it. 

c) Transit & Tilt Blade – No action was taken.

d) Job Descriptions – Scott Kroenke mentioned he was trying to re-write the job descriptions and requested council input on either lumping stuff together or making a job description for each utility. Mayor Lee stated, it’s not optional to be a specialist. Scott agreed and suggested looking at the descriptions for the present need to be generalist and not specialist. 

NEW BUSINESS
a)  Law enforcement – Mayor Lee shared that Joe Stotler reached out to him about patrolling La Harpe on a parttime basis. I would like to know if there is any interest in this with the council. Scott Kroenke suggested Joe submit a letter of intent of when he is willing to work and which holidays he would be available. Mayor Lee asked the council to each make a list of what they want from a police officer and send to me and I will draft a list to review.

b)   City of Gas – Mayor Lee shared that he has been trying to meet up with the mayor of Gas but he has been unavailable. I have instructed Michelle to bill the city of Gas for 50% of our work at the lagoons plus an administrative fee of $85.00. Eventually we will get together but until we do, hopefully this will suffice. City attorney, Jacob Manbeck suggested drafting a letter to the city of Gas of our intentions. Council agreed and Jake stated he would get it drafted. 

c)    Economic Development – Mayor Lee shared that he met with Camille Lavon, Thrive Allen County, and she stated she has worked with Gas and is working with Moran on inquiring a property to get a Casey’s store. Mayor Lee stated he was interested in a gas station/restaurant and have visited with Ray Maloney that has a piece of land to accommodate a Love’s Truck Stop. Mayor Lee shared, the city would have to install utilities to the property, so there will be that cost and would also want to annex the property for sales tax purpose. The most expensive part would be sewer and a new sewer lift station. Mayor Lee asked council if they would be interested in meeting with Camille. Council agreed to sit down with Camille in a workshop at a later date.

d)    Statewide Database – Mayor Lee mentioned the city has property by the city park, is any of it commercial. Scott Kroenke suggested, if the city has property that can be rezoned, we should look at this because it will bring in revenue, but the other side would be; any fees involved, if property sells would it be enough to pay those fees.  Council agreed to gather more information and discuss later.

e)     Bio Mist Mosquito Spray – Mayor Lee stated the city is needing more spray, the cost is $5,434.00 for a 55-gallon drum. Cynthia Carr stated, I don’t think it works and maybe just spray in the areas where it would be more beneficial but not the whole town. Scott Kroenke suggested the staff sprays until we run out of chemical and not buy any more, just to see how it goes. Mayor Lee recommending encouraging people to dump standing water around your property or perhaps installing bat houses.

f)       Fees of services for Jacob Mankbeck – Council requested a contract be submitted so that it will be documented in the minutes.

g)       NFIP Plan – National Flood Insurance Program. Jacob stated the city will need to update the ordinance to coincide with FEMA regulations. He mentioned that he has drafted a version and they will let me know if it has been approved, all I am doing is citing the federal regulations with the flood plain.


REPORTS OF CITY OFFICERS
a) Jacob Manbeck, City Attorney – Nothing to report.

b) Roy Caler, Water Representative – Nothing to report. 

c) Penny Miller, Code/Animal Control –shared reports. 

d) [bookmark: _Hlk77249859]Marc Waggoner, Fire Chief- Shared the meeting minutes: The LaHarpe Volunteer Fire Department met for the monthly meeting.  Present: Marc Waggoner Sr., Matthew Waggoner, Kiefer Endicott, Josh Sparks, Meghan Sparks, Bill Gay, Pamela Waggoner, and Dennis Sidebottom. Absent were Marc Waggoner Jr., Jason Teeple, Dillon Brownback, and Justin Pritchard. Started meeting, took out truck and flushed whistles at 6th & Monroe, 10th & Jefferson and Harrison alley then adjourned the meeting. Marc stated he has been looking for a new truck the fire department could afford.


e) Maintenance Department - The workorders were shared. Mayor Lee shared, I have been bringing forth items that need to be done in the city, I ask that each of you be the eyes and ears, if you see things that need to be done let Michelle know. Cynthia Carr asked if any other equipment in the city was having at issues. Penny Miller stated; the explorer is dying; the dodge and Larry’s truck has the engine light on. Council suggested those vehicles go to AutoZone to get diagnosed. Scott Kroenke stated, I would like a list of all equipment with motor size. 

f) Michelle Altis, City Clerk – Absent from meeting.
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Mayor: Harry Lee Jr. 620-496-7000
City Attorney: Jacob Manbeck
City Municipal Judge: Patty Miklos
Police Chief: 
Fire Chief: Marc Waggoner
Assistant Fire Chief: Dennis Sidebottom
City Clerk: Michelle Altis
Assistant Clerk: Teresa Driskel
City Treasurer: Teresa Driskel
Maintenance Staff: Larry Laird & Keith Knavel
Code & Animal Control: Penny Miller
                                                  City Council Members:
        Angela Barker (620-224-6209)                    Ron Knavel (620-496-2508)
       Cyndi Maley (620-380-6600)                       Cynthia Carr (620-496-7500)
                            Scott Kroenke (915-205-0735)
                 La Harpe City Hall                         Hours: Monday-Friday 
                  902 S. Washington                         8:00-12:00 & 1:00-5:00
                      P.O. Box 10                                  Ph. (620) 365-5956
                  La Harpe, KS. 66751                          Fax (620) 365-3944
               CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE; CITYOFLAHARPE.ORG                    [image: ] Follow us on FacebookACON AND E        CHESY BAC AND EGG HASH 
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Zucchini Pizza Casserole

Ingredients
· 4 cups shredded unpeeled zucchini
· 1/2 teaspoon salt
· 2 large eggs
· 1/2 cup grated Parmesan cheese
· 2 cups shredded part-skim mozzarella cheese, divided
· 1 cup shredded cheddar cheese, divided
· 1 pound ground beef
· 1/2 cup chopped onion
· 1 can (15 ounces) Italian tomato sauce
· 1 medium green or sweet red pepper, chopped
Directions
1. Preheat oven to 400°. Place zucchini in colander; sprinkle with salt. Let stand 10 minutes, then squeeze out moisture.
2. Combine zucchini with eggs, Parmesan and half the mozzarella and cheddar cheeses. Press into a greased 13x9-in. or 3-qt. baking dish. Bake 20 minutes.
3. Meanwhile, in a large saucepan, cook beef and onion over medium heat until meat is no longer pink, breaking meat into crumbles; drain. Add tomato sauce; spoon over zucchini mixture. Sprinkle with remaining cheeses; add green pepper. Bake until heated through, about 20 minutes longer.
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Zucchini Boats

Ingredients
· 2 medium zucchini (about 8 inches)
· 3/4 pound ground beef
· 1 small onion, chopped
· 1/2 cup chopped fresh mushrooms
· 1/2 cup chopped sweet red pepper
· 1/2 cup chopped green pepper
· 1 cup shredded cheddar cheese, divided
· 2 tablespoons ketchup
· Salt and pepper to taste
· Optional: minced fresh parsley and marinara sauce

Directions
1. Trim ends off zucchini. Cut zucchini in half lengthwise; scoop out pulp, leaving 1/2-in. shells. Finely chop pulp.
2. In a skillet, cook beef, zucchini pulp, onion, mushrooms and peppers over medium heat, breaking beef into crumbles, until meat is no longer pink; drain. Remove from the heat. Add 1/2 cup cheese, ketchup, salt and pepper; mix well. Spoon into the zucchini shells. Place in a greased 13x9-in. baking dish. Sprinkle with remaining 1/2 cup cheese.
3. Bake, uncovered, at 350° until zucchini is tender, 25-30 minutes. If desired, garnish with minced parsley and serve with marinara sauce.

[image: Cucumber Salad with Sour Cream]
                         Cucumber Salad with Sour Cream

Ingredients
· 1/2 cup sour cream
· 3 tablespoons white vinegar
· 1 tablespoon sugar
· Pepper to taste
· 4 medium cucumbers, peeled if desired, and thinly sliced
· 1 small sweet onion, thinly sliced and separated into rings

Directions
1. In a large bowl, whisk sour cream, vinegar, sugar and pepper until blended. Add cucumbers and onion; toss to coat. Refrigerate, covered, at least 4 hours. Serve with a slotted spoon.

[image: Peach Pudding]

Peach Pudding
Ingredients
· 1 cup all-purpose flour
· 1/2 cup sugar
· 2 teaspoons baking powder
· 1/2 teaspoon salt
· 1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon, optional
· 1/2 cup 2% milk
· 3 cups sliced peeled fresh or frozen peaches

Topping:
· 1-1/2 cups water
· 1/2 cup sugar
· 1/2 cup packed brown sugar
· 1 tablespoon butter
· 1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg
· Vanilla ice cream, optional

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 400°. Combine flour, sugar, baking powder, salt and, if desired, cinnamon. Stir in milk just until combined; fold in peaches. Spread into a greased 8-in. square baking dish.
2. For topping, combine water, sugars, butter and nutmeg in a large saucepan. Bring to a boil, stirring until sugars are dissolved. Pour over peach mixture. Bake until filling is bubbly and a toothpick inserted in topping comes out clean, 40-50 minutes. Serve warm or cold, with ice cream if desired.

image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg
National
\ S'mores Day

Women's
Equality Day

National Peridot
Waffle Birthstone
Day
: National Video
Game Week
Astrology Signs
National

Poppy &

Watermelon Gladiola
Day August
Flowers

Leo  Virgo .

Left
Handed Day

th Month
of The Year

Back to
School
Month





image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg




image8.jpeg
_Grass Clippings
Inthe Streets




image9.jpeg
CODE
ENFORCEMENT




image10.png




image11.png




image12.jpg




image13.jpg
i | skl





image14.png




image15.jpeg
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